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however small it may be, without possessing a little, or there
must be a great many fools in the world/'
To this period belongs a painting which he named "Tc arii
v aline" and which he believed to be among his more success-
fully realised pictures. "I have. * /' he told de Monfireid, "done
a canvas, 1111.30 by im., which I consider still better than
anything I have done yet: a naked woman is lying on a green
carpet, a servant is gathering fruit, two old men by a large tree
are discussing the tree of Knowledge; in the background the
seashore . . . I think that as far as the colour is concerned I
have never done anything with so great and deep a sonority.
The trees are in flower, a dog is watching, two doves on the
right are cooing. But what is the use of sending home this
canvas when there are so many others that cannot be sold and
that cause such a fuss. This one would cause an even greater
fuss. I am condemned to die of goodwill in order that I shall
not die of hunger/'
When Gauguin had been about a year in Punavia he was
forced to borrow money in order to be able to buy food, and to
ask de Monfreid to try to beg someone in Paris to lend him a
thousand francs against the security of some new canvases. He
needed only a hundred francs a month for himself and for his
vahint, and he allowed a further ten francs for his tobacco,
for soap, and for clothing for the girl. Tehura's unfortunate
successor was thirteen and a half years old. Her name has not
been preserved.
From various sources in Denmark he received news of
Mette and his children, and he learned that they were far
from being without resources. Mette was happy in a life that
suited her, liked and helped by all her friends. He had sent
her some new paintings, either before or since leaving France,
which she was entitled to sell. Gauguin felt a minor satisfac-
tion in knowing that those she sold were better placed with
Danish collectors than were other unsold canvases of his which
remained stored in the inner rooms of picture-dealers' galleries
in Paris.